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for future religious leadership in the direction, not of Spain at all, but of France. Had not Mary Stuart by her marriage with the Dauphin become potentially a French princess ? Might she not also even yet be able to assert her claims to the English crown and dethrone the detested daughter of Anne Boleyn ? The ideal therefore always present to the strongest and most representative of English papists was the transformation of England into a Roman Catholic Power first, and afterwards its union with France in a social and political as well as religious alliance. To English Catholics, therefore, Spain seemed no longer a desirable or profitable ally, but rather a rival to be defeated with French help.
Purely secular causes throughout the last half of the sixteenth century contributed to loosening the hereditary connection of Spain and England. With the great maritime adventures of the era, there had set in the mutual jealousy between these nations as competitors in colonial enterprise. The first James indeed, on at least two occasions, showed his readiness to subordinate to Spanish interest or sentiment his policy abroad and his action at home. There can be no reasonable doubt that Sir Walter Raleigh's execution in 1618 was chiefly due to the intrigues of Spain, whose national pride had been wounded and whose colonial supremacy was threatened by the exploits of that English navigator. The second occasion came later in the reign (1622). During the seventeenth century Spanish diplomatists had succeeded to the European position that had formerly belonged to Machiavelli as founder of the art, and his Italian disciples. The greatest master of the Spanish school,
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